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Art. XL — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — Shakespeare's Scholar: being Historical and Critical Studies of 
his Text, Characters, and Commentators; with an Examination of 
Mr. Collier's Folio o/1632. By Kichard Grant White, A.M. 
New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1854. 

If a good book be all the better for a handsome exterior, the elegant 
appearance of this volume certainly entitles it to our prepossessions in 
its favor. In this respect, we may fairly say, that few works have been 
published in our country in a manner so creditable to the American 
press. Evidently unusual taste and judgment have been bestowed 
upon the outward material and mechanical execution, the paper, print, 
and binding of the book, all of which are excellent of their kind, and 
make it a volume pleasant, instead of toilsome or dangerous, to read. 
We may be fastidious upon points like these ; but, nevertheless, a letter 
of recommendation of the kind thus indicated can never fail to afford 
gratification. 

Upon this favorable introduction, we have read Mr. White's book 
with the attention which its subject both claims and warrants. A more 
intimate acquaintance, gained by repeated examinations of its contents, 
has not disappointed us. The work constitutes, beyond any doubt, a 
highly valuable accession to that voluminous mass of criticism already 
accumulated, which may fitly pass under the name of Shakespearian 
literature. Its author is evidently a person of a genial and poetical 
temperament, of scholarly tastes and accomplishments, of critical ten- 
dencies and habits, fully possessed of the zeal and learning requisite to 
a work of this description, and with a mind enlarged by that familiar 
knowledge of men and things indispensable to the understanding of 
the writings of Shakespeare. In these respects he is competent, where 
many of the poet's commentators have shown themselves lamentably 
deficient. Perhaps no consideration could more plainly exhibit this 
latter defect, than that which results from the fact, that wise, sensible, 
and learned men often and often have indulged in critical discussions, 
in their closets, upon the use of phrases and turns of thought in the 
writings of Shakespeare, becoming only more and more befogged the 
farther they went, while the pit and galleries apprehended the meaning 
of the great genius at once, and always have done so, without any 
difficulty. For instance, let us take the passage in Hamlet, — 

" He smote the sledded Polack on the ice." 
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One would suppose that nobody could hesitate about the meaning of the 
italicized word, and certainly it is a form of national designation which 
would inevitably impress a poet's fancy. It seems, however, that, 
amidst the countless blunders of some of the earlier editions, this word 
was printed Polax ; whereupon Mr. Boswell remarks, that this is prob- 
ably the true reading, since, as he observes, pole-axes were the insignia 
of persons of high rank in certain countries ! though we would suggest 
that these implements must have been borne only by their attendants. 
Accordingly, a very learned modern editor of Shakespeare, though he 
indeed retains the proper word in his text, yet yields so far to 
absurdity as seriously to quote Mr. Boswell's suggestion in a note. It 
is thus that blunders and vague or partial criticism, resulting often from 
want of acquaintance with common things, or from absence of tact, or 
perhaps quite as frequently from incapacity of poetical appreciation, 
have opened the way for further discussion, and palliate, if excuse be 
necessary, that vast accumulation of critical matter which has gathered 
about the writings of Shakespeare. 

Mr. White's work he modestly denominates " Shakespeare's Scholar," 
implying, as we suppose, that he has been a student and learner at the 
feet of the great master ; sitting, as it were, for refreshment and delight, 
by the side of that fountain of inexhaustible gladness, whose waters, 
sweeter than from any other spring of genius, have indeed fertilized and 
invigorated the world. The book is introduced by a handsome and very 
suggestive " Prefatory Letter," addressed to an elegant writer of our 
own country. This is followed by an " Historical Sketch of the Text of 
Shakespeare," which constitutes an extremely valuable portion of the 
work. Under this head Mr. White enumerates the various editions of 
Shakespeare's Plays, from the period of their earliest publication to our 
own day, with some critical analysis of their several claims to respect. 
He also disposes of many of their editors, often in a manner quite sum- 
mary, but, as we believe, entirely correspondent with their deserts j 
discriminating amongst them, however, with great fairness and good 
judgment. Without offering us a complete list of the long file of com- 
mentators who have illustrated, sometimes Shakespeare, and sometimes 
their own utter incompetency to the task, Mr. White affords us sufficient 
insight into their labors to make us wish (we were about to say !) for 
a new edition of the immortal poet, with notes critical, historical, emen- 
datory, and, above all, sensible, philosophical, and poetical. He next 
examines, at considerable length, the pretensions of that extraordinary 
"Folio of 1632," by the publication of which Mr. Collier for a while 
amazed and amused the public a year or two since. The main body 
of the work is taken up with " Notes and Comments " on the various 
45* 
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plays. In this portion, too, Mr. White favors us with several elabo- 
rately drawn disquisitions upon certain principal characters ; exhibiting 
his own powers of nice analysis, though perhaps we should be unable 
always to assent to his conclusions. To this is wadded, also, a brief and 
highly interesting essay upon the " Sonnets," which, in spite of Dr. 
Johnson, and other persons neither so sagacious nor so learned, we 
could never help admiring and loving as much as any of the great 
poet's productions. "We say nothing of the theory suggested by Mr. 
White on the subject of their origin, whether satisfactory to us or 
otherwise, because we have now no space to devote to the discussion. 
There is also a still shorter essay, upon the proper method of spelling 
Shakespeare's name, which we think entirely satisfactory, and a fair 
rebuke to modern affectations on this particular point. 

The great principle which has guided Mr. White in the path of his 
studies and labors is obviously sound and true. His object has been 
simply to ascertain, if possible, what his author actually wrote. Many 
of the commentators have presumptuously suggested, and editors have 
frequently inserted into the text, something of their own, as better 
expressing the idea, which Shakespeare, according to their notions, had 
failed to convey ; or they have substituted some other word or phrase 
for one, the meaning of which they did not happen to know. In ninety- 
nine cases out of a hundred, perhaps, a more accurate taste, or a better 
informed judgment, or a higher knowledge, or a wider view, would 
insist, without hesitation, upon the commonly received text. Mr. White 
has far too sincere a reverence for his subject, and too much of what, 
even in criticism, is of sterling value, namely, personal integrity, to 
deal thus wantonly or inconsiderately with the text of Shakespeare, 
whenever there are probable grounds for the ordinary reading. He is, 
indeed, an earnest, yet an honest and enlightened, worshipper at the 
shrine of the world's great genius. Could he do so, he would repair 
the breaches of the edifice, and restore whatever of its garniture blind 
fury and folly have mutilated. In this way he has done a great deal 
of good service to the cause of taste and sound literature ; and the 
lovers of Shakespeare have ample cause to thank him for his diligent 
and successful labors. 

In commending this book to the friends of letters, it is not necessary 
that we should be supposed to assent to all the writer's views, or to believe 
that he has avoided all the errors of his predecessors, or has fallen into 
no mistakes of his own. This would be equally unreasonable and im- 
possible. Every writer has his peculiarities and prejudices. No one 
has perfect vision, unerring instinct, or powers of universal insight. 
The observation of no one person commands the entire horizon. Some- 
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times, undoubtedly, Mr. "White arrives at erroneous conclusions, and 
now and then sees objects in a light in which they do not present them- 
selves to other eyes. This is so much the better ; for while it exhibits 
his original ways of thinking, it stimulates also our own critical fac- 
ulties, and challenges the investigation of subjects which cannot lose 
their interest to the literary world. It is quite sufficient to make " Shake- 
speare's Scholar" a work absolutely useful and valuable, that its views 
are generally sound, and its critical conclusions commonly true. "We 
sincerely regret that we have no space to designate points in regard to 
which we differ with the author ; but still more, that we are unable to 
express, in a more complete and extended form, the grounds of our 
decisive approbation of a work of so much value to literature, of such 
real utility and sterling merit. 



2. — Palestine. Description Geographique, Historique, et Archeolo- 
gique. Par S. Munk, Employe au Departement des Manuscrits 
de la Bibliotheque Royale. Paris : Firmin Didot Freres. 8vo. 
pp. 704. 

This work forms one of the volumes of the " Univers Pittoresque," 
commenced by Messrs. Didot several years ago. It is the most valu- 
able and thorough of the series, and contains a more condensed, digested, 
and comprehensive account of the " Holy Land " than we have seen in 
any language. The author's connection with the " manuscript depart- 
ment " in the Royal Library of Paris gave him rare and peculiar 
facilities, and he has brought together in this compilation an extraor- 
dinary amount of information and research. The method of the work 
is exact and admirable. It is divided intone books. Theirs* treats of 
the physical geography and topography of Palestine ; the second, of the 
pagan races which inhabited the land before and after the Hebrew 
invasion ; the third, of the Hebrew history ; the fourth, of Hebrew 
archeology and antiquities ; and theftfth, of the history of Palestine and 
the Jews, from the exile in Babylon to the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans. In an appendix is added the history of the land during the 
last eighteen centuries. This summary of subjects gives no idea of the 
masterly fulness with which every topic included under these general 
heads is treated. The work is printed in double columns, with small 
type. Notes, explanatory and illustrative, from books of travel, histo- 
ries, poems, philosophies, of every language and every age, from He- 
rodotus to Dr. Robinson, are copiously supplied at the bottom of the 
page. Nothing seems to have been neglected or omitted, and yet there 



